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eastern and southern towns. Barcelona declared its
autonomy ; Cartagena proclaimed itself head of the
Canton of Murcia ; Seville, Cadiz, Malaga hoisted the
red flag of socialism. Don Francisco was pitiably
embarrassed. He had preached federation from below ;
and here was a spontaneous movement, federal in
name, which threatened to disrupt the Spanish nation.
He had thundered against militarism, and to save the
Republic lie must send an army into Andalusia. For
a moment he cherished a belief that he could kill the
cantonal movement with rosewater ; then discovering
his mistake he resigned his office after some five weeks
of power or rather of impotence. His successor
Salmeron was equally conscientious and ineffectual.
Rather than sanction capital punishment in the army
he let go the helm and made way for Don Emilio
Castelar, in whom republican Spain at last discovered
a ruler.5

The new president was a great artist, the most
abundant, the most poetic, the most richly-coloured
orator of his age. -Those who have heard him in the
full tide of his exuberance, filling a great hall with his
organ voice and entrancing the imagination of an
alien audience with his inexhaustible vocabulary and
splendid images, will never forget the impression.
Such men live not upon thought but upon feeling, and
the feeling which dominated Castelar was the same
romantic enthusiasm for liberty which inspired the
life of Garibaldi and the teaching of Michelet. The
intellectual lineage of the Andalusian orator came
through Rousseau and the Girondins rather than
through Voltaire and the professors of negation.
Castelar was a Christian, and believed that the Christian
ideal could only be realized on its political side in a